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key messages 

Per your request, below are the key messages pulled from Karl's briefing packet. I highlighted 
what I think is the top-line message we'd like to deliver: 

'--J[__cl_j'--J~'--''--''-' Since the establishment of its air monitoring network, at various times St. 
Louis, or portions of St. Louis, has been in violation of health based standards for 
ozone, particulate matter, carbon monoxide, and lead. 

l_jl_j~l_jl_j~l_jl_j The air quality around West Lake Landfill is consistent with air quality in the 
greater St. Louis Metro area 

l_jl_jl_jl_j~~l_jl_j The air quality of the greater St. Louis Metro area is consistent with other 
large, industrial, midwest cities 

l_j~l_jl_jl_jl_jl_jl_j EPA monitored for 38 analytes, 37 of which are also monitored by St. Louis 
National Air Taxies Trend Sites (NATTS) 

l_jl_jl_jl_jl_j~l_j~ Of the 37, all but 5 had median values recorded at or below St. Louis 
NATTS Site median values for 2013. These 5 in STL were found to be in ranges 
consistent with other NATTS sites in similar locations across the country 

'--"--'LJLJl_jc__jl_jl_c There are a number of emission sources in the immediate area for these 5 
analytes which could be contributing to monitored levels 
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'--"'--''--''--''--"'--"-'-'-'-' For Alpha and Beta radiation, all monitored median values are consistent 
with median values for St. Charles site (station #5) 

'--''--''--''--''--'-'-''--''--'Gamma radiation monitors showed variability in values consistent with what 
would be expected to see given variability of geological sources in area 

~-'-''--'-'-'-'-''--3'--''--' Due to odor concerns expressed by local residents, the MDNR employed a 
focused monitor campaign to evaluate levels of odor-causing sulfur compounds 
including hydrogen sulfide near the Bridgeton and Westlake landfills. MDNR has 
indicated that there have been no exceedances of their health based benchmarks. 

'--"'--'-'-'-'-''--''--''--'-'-'The larger St. Louis metro area continues to work to meet EPA established 
health-based standards. The St. Louis area is currently in violation of the ozone 
standard but is now monitoring attainment for the PM standard. 

'--''--''--'-'-'~'--''--''--'We are encouraged by MDNR's on-going efforts to meet these standards. 
Concentrations of ozone and PM have decreased by 14% and 19%, respectively since 
2000. And, according to EPA's toxic release inventory, emissions of air taxies in the St. 
Louis area have decreased by 61% between 2003 and 2011. 

-'-''--"'--''--"-'-'-'-''--"-'-'EPA is committed to its partnership with MDNR to monitor, evaluate and 
improve air quality in St. Louis, both in the larger metro area and in Bridgeton ... now 
and into the future. 

Benjamin M. Washburn 

Public Affairs Specialist 

EPA Region 7 

(913) 551-7364 
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